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- Copney Campsite is maintained by Armagh City, Banbridge and
Craigavon Borough Council and offers space for 10 small tents.
Booking is not required - space is available on a first come first
served basis.

+ The site is only accessible from the water via canoe steps at
GR H877589

+  An Eco Toilet is available.

+  Please do not camp outside the fenced off area as this is privately
owned land.

A range of self-catering, B&B,hotels and guesthouses are available in
the wider area. Please visit DiscoverNorthernlreland.com

For up-to-date canoe hire and guiding please visit CanoeNIl.com

Are you unknowingly spreading invasive
species on your water sports equipment and clothing?

DiscoverNothernlreland.com
VisitArmagh.com
getactiveabc.com

Tourism Northern Ireland
Visit Armagh

Armagh City, Banbridge

& Craigavon Borough Council
National Trust NationalTrust.org.uk

Trail updates: any changes to the canoe trail that may occur will be
updated on CanoeNlI.com. Please email any feedback to
info@canoeni.com

when you leave the water.

NIEA Water Pollution Hotline Freephone 0800 807060
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This guide is designed to be used in conjunction with relevant OSNI 1:25,000 or 1;50,000 maps
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Invasive species can affect fish and other wildlife, restrict navigation, clog up propellers and be
costly to manage. You can help protect the water sports you love by following three simple steps

Check your equipment and clothing for live
_orgam?ms - particularly in areas that are damp or hard to
inspect.

Clean and wash all equipment, footwear and clothing
thoroughly.

If you do come across any organisms, leave them at the water
body where you found them.

Dry all equipment and clothing - some species can live for
many days in moist conditions.

Make sure you don’t transfer water elsewhere.

This project has been developed by

5 OUTDOOR s
%..¢.* RECREATION &Craigavon

3y NORTHERN IRELAND Borough Council

For more information go to www.invasivespeciesireland.com
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Canoeing can be a fun way to experience nature, helping you to stay
fit and healthy and is always a great way to spend time with friends
and family. It can also be a dangerous activity if appropriate safety
guidelines are overlooked.

A good way to ensure your safety and get the most out of your
paddling is to learn to canoe with a club or centre.

Stay safe: To help make sure you remain safe at all times, be sure to
follow British Canoeing safety advice guidelines.

ALWAYS be certain to let others know where you're going and
when you're expected to return

BE CERTAIN that the journey you plan is within your capabilities
MAKE SURE you never paddle alone

Wear appropriate clothing: Always wear shoes. Rocks, rough terrain
and river beds present serious hazards to boaters without the proper
attire. Nearly 90% of all boating injuries are attributed to lack of
proper footwear.

Other canoe safety clothing includes: hats, gloves, additional dry
clothing and layered items which can easily be removed. Take or
wear a windproof top and course always wear a buoyancy aid - for
children make sure the crotch straps are used.

Be sure to:

Know the weather forecast and check the water conditions
before you set out canoeing. We recommend checking this
before heading out as the river levels can rise and fall quite
quickly in wet or dry conditions.

Check that your equipment is well maintained and ready for the
water.

Check that your boat has the required buoyancy to keep it afloat
in the event of a capsize.

Checklist: Always use this canoeing safety checklist to make sure you
have everything you need:

Boat

Paddle

Buoyancy Aid

Bailer/sponge

Small First Aid Kit

Phone (in a waterproof bag)
Drinking water and snacks
Suitable clothing for the weather

Lough Neagh Rescue covers Lough Neagh and its tributaries.

In the unlikely event of an Emergency use the following numbers:
Police and Ambulance 999 (all phones) or 112 (all phones)

Coast Guard (Lough Neagh) 999 (all phones) or VHF channel 16.
Please note that mobile phone reception is unreliable in many areas.
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A genteel 23km trail along the River Blackwater to Lough
Neagh that meanders through the velvety green countryside
of Counties Armagh and Tyrone. This trail offers wonderful
opportunities for canoeists across a range of abilities and an
abundance of wildlife.
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The Blackwater Canoe Trail is one of the most popular canoe
trails in Northern Ireland as it is accessible to such a wide
range of abilities. As with all canoe trails in Northern Ireland,
access to the water is free and no licence is required. This is a
superb venue for families or those embarking on their first
canoe trip, although some sections require greater ability
than others.

The trail can be explored in its entirety or split into shorter
sections to suit those seeking a more leisurely trip. Keep a
look out too as the river is a haven for all kinds of wildlife
including kingfishers, otters, herons and maybe even a barn
owl.

The head of the trail is at Maydown Bridge from which a
23km stretch of the river meanders lazily through the
countryside acting as a boundary line between the counties
of Armagh and Tyrone.

Approximately half way down the trail, situated on the banks
of the river, you will find The Argory, a beautiful Neo-classical
mansion on a wooded riverside estate which is maintained
and managed by the National Trust and well worth a visit.

A short distance downstream is Copney Campsite, developed
especially for canoeists and only accessible from the river.
An enclosed grassy area offers pitching for approximately 10
small tents providing the perfect overnight stop.

The river comes to an end at Maghery Country Park where it
flows gently into Lough Neagh creating a breathtaking view
on a fine summer’s day.

Lough Neagh is the largest freshwater lake in the UK and
Ireland with a circumference of 125km. Coney Island situated
in the south west corner of the Lough offers an additional
1.1km paddle from Maghery Country Park. The island is
stepped in history with a motte and ancient round tower.

Lough Neagh can be a serious undertaking as large waves
build on the vast expanse of water during windy periods.
Such conditions are best left to the experienced open water
paddler. Those seeking a longer journey can link the Lough
Neagh Canoe Trail onwards to the Lower Bann Canoe Trail.

This guide has been designed for canoeists by canoeists.
It gives practical advice on everything required for an
enjoyable experience.

Happy Paddling!
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Maydown Bridge in Benburb provides a nice starting point
with historic buildings including Benburb Castle and The
Servite Priory of Our Lady of Benburb. The Valley Park hosts
beautiful riverside walks and the village provides plenty of
facilities.

The section of river between Maydown Bridge and Black-
watertown is either feast or famine. A ‘bump and scrape’ in
low water or a Grade 2 after a period of heavy rainfall, so
this is an area best left to experts. Shortly after departing
Maydown Bridge a mid-stream island prompts a decision to
go left or right - both are of equal length and accessibility.




