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Kilrea Bridge

Toome slip

In the unlikely event of an Emergency use the following numbers:

Police and Ambulance 999 (all phones) or 112 (all phones) and
ask for the Coast Guard. C a n e
* Note that mobile phone reception is unreliable in many areas. TRA LS

SAFETY

Finding freedom in Northern Ireland on the

Lower Bann
Canoe Trail

STRETCHING FROM LOUGH NEAGH TO THE ATLANTIC —

OCEAN, THIS 58KM CANOE TRAIL PROVIDES A UNIQUE

WAY TO EXPERIENCE THE BEAUTIFUL RIVER BANN. -

PASSING THROUGH CONSTANTLY CHANGING SCENERY : _ _ .‘
< The 58km Lower Bann Canoe <

THE TRAIL OFFERS CANOEISTS BOTH TRANQUIL WATERS
e ESSENTIAL INFORMATION:

AND SOME FASTER FLOWING SECT Trail is a unique way to . .
3 . this beautiful ri = 200m downstream are eel traps. Avoid them, by staying
experience this beautiful river on the east or right hand bank.

and is suitable for canoeing Lough Beg is very exposed. Take care crossing
enthusiasts of all abilities. strong winds.

The east side of Lough Beg offers more shejter wi
The river is steeped in history dating back to variety of islands.
Avoid landing on the west bank of Lough Beg@specially
during the over-wintering bird season fr October - March
and the breeding season from March - Jé

Look out for:

Mesolithic times. From the trail’s head at Toome,
the river flows into Lough Beg - a beautiful area
that is rich in wildlife. From Lough Beg it narrows

at Newferry and acts for most of its length as the Newferry,West
boundary between counties Londonderry and gnat |
Antrim. On entering its last stretch towards the / /

/,v»-.‘\ ‘\-.1-/)'/'

Atlantic Ocean it passes through the town of
Coleraine. The trail finishes at Ballywoolen -
beside a beautiful nature reserve owned by the
National Trust and approximately 1.5 km from the
Barmouth.

We hope this guide will be a useful trip-planning
i : Slipway and jetty with canoe step
tool, highlighting the access/egress points and :
. . X . Paddling Grade 1 flat water
useful facilities ranging from parking to toilets. :
Next access/egress point 6km

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION:
« Water skiers and anglers also use this site - be aware of

FURTHER INFORMATION

Enjoy the trail! Ha addling!
Tourist Information Centres/Accommodation: Joy ppy p g

fast boats and coarse angling competition stands.

Please note: There are 5 weirs and 3 sluice Newferry East
gates on the river which can be extremely

dangerous. However, at all times it is

Police - non-emergency:
Information Updates:

possible to safely paddle into the navigation
channels to avoid the weirs and sluice gates.
All of these are clearly indicated on the map. Look out for:

Also, be aware that sea-going vessels use the

stretch of river between the Atlantic Ocean
2] EE B e clne = Paddling Grade 1 flat water

Next access/egress point

CANI:
NITB:

Acknowledgements:

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION:
* Water skiers and anglers also use this site - be aware of
fast boats and coarse angling competition stands.
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Access Point 14:

Pre-plantation Coleraine was noted for a large 13th
century Dominican Monastic settlement, known as St
Mary’s Abbey, located on the opposite bank near the
Bann Bridge.

Mute Swans - very large white swans with long
S-shaped necks and orange bills with black at the
base. By law, it is an offence to intentionally injure,
take or kill a wild swan.

Access Point 15:

Situated beside the Coleraine Borough Council’s stunning
offices, the marina is just downstream of the railway
bridge spanning the river.

Reed Beds - found along the
river’s edge. In certain parts
of the country these reeds
are still harvested

for thatching.

Access:

This is the last point on the Lower Bann Canoe Trail.

awo9|9M\ e buluite]

A land of tranquil beauty shaped by legend and
tradition, Ireland’s waterways can provide a unique

experience for everyone. The natural environment
provides excellent opportunities to participate in a
huge range of sightseeing, cultural and outdoor
activities. High adventure or total relaxation, the
options on Ireland’s inland waterways are endless.
Waterways Ireland manages 7 inland navigation
systems on the island of Ireland. All in all it is
responsible for some 1,000km of waterway.

The Lower Bann, with canal sections, is navigable
from Lough Neagh to the sea. With a fall of
12.5metres along its length and long stretches of
open water. Managed by Waterways Ireland the
Lower Bann navigation is very popular with
watersports enthusiasts, anglers and cruisers alike
with a zoning system in place to accommodate
varied interests. Access from the sea by both cruiser
and sailing vessel is encouraged and the rural
stretches of water have no commercial traffic,
making it a truly peaceful waterway.

For further details on the Lower Bann navigation
or on Waterways Ireland visit our website at
www.waterwaysireland.org

Waterwa y Ireland

Uiscebhealal Bireann — Wallerweys Airlann

$3207 BULIOd

PORTRUSH

ATLANTIC OCEAN PORTSTEWART

Ballywoole Railway Station

GR 791 356 CASTLEROCK Estuary

Egress point at saltmarsh W
GR 790 352 Car park Nature
Reserve

Shop, telephone, public house, café and TIC facilities - @ - CHRISTIE PARK

available in Coleraine (approx 500m walk) Christie Park

Historic buildings in Coleraine (Plantation town) E - E . GR 844 322
Causeway Hospital on outskirts of Coleraine m . E

Shop, telephone, public house, café and TIC facilities

available in Coleraine (approx 2km walk)

Showers available at Marina, small cost may apply. (Marina: 028 7034 4768)
Historic buildings in Coleraine (Plantation town)

Causeway Hospital on outskirts of Coleraine

Coleraine Yacht Club has clubhouse here

COLERAINE MARINA

Coleraine Marina

(o] [&][]
GR 845 337 [@][s]
[r][B]
[B][J][+]

., M Railway Station
\A\JéOLERAINE

[+] EI[EII
+HEHIE]

Shop, telephone, public house and café facilities .A < MOUNTSANDE L
available in Coleraine (approx 2km walk) - E] SOMERSET RIVERSIDE PARK A / Pél;u;;(s)a;zl‘]gl

Shop, public house and café facilities available THE CUTTS
in Coleraine (approx 2.5km walk) - - E The Cutts

Historic buildings in Coleraine (Plantation town) m . @ B GR 854 302

Causeway Hospital on outskirts of Coleraine

BALLYMONEY

Somerset Riverside Park
Historic buildings in Coleraine (Plantation town) E E . m GR 851 304 4
Causeway Hospital on outskirts of Coleraine . E] - A S 4
uice gates and weir ;

E] CAMUS

Camus

DRUMAHEGLIS MARINA [1][&][®][3]

Drumaheglis Marina

GR 880 279 (IR ST 257 E] E] E]
To book camping call 028 2766 0280
or 028 2766 0227.Seasonal opening
St Patrick’s weekend to Halloween
AGIVEY BRIDGE E]
Agivey Bridge
GR 908 229
CARNROE [T
) SARNROE [7][) ][] []
GR 912 178
Shop, public house and restaurant facilities PORTNEAL LODGE
available in Kilrea (approx. Ikm walk) - - @ Portneal Lodge m)gxﬁ:;lAG HER E E] @ E
Fresh water available in Portneal Lodge (cost may apply) . E E . GR 937 132 GR 9I6gl 63
Historic buildings in nearby Kilrea (Plantation Town) m E - k -
\' 9
3
\\ o
P
\ %
B64 b
\“\,\! D o Jr—
PORTNA L
@ @ E B ce gates and weir A \ TveNE
Portna \ BELFAST
[J][Cy][=]  cR937124 KILREA
Historic buildings in nearby AvvAGH -
Kilrea (Plantation Town) \ AN R $ W,
A54
E] HUTCHINSONS QUAY; S o,
Hutchinsons Quay h«—"/‘*
GR 949 |14
,_/ ~
~N
PORTGLENONE [g; N
{0 fomrsenoNs GIEI]S]
it Clajan
A42 ' N~ Telephone and public toilets
PORTGLENONE located on Main Street

~ Newerre - SITP1]

GR 990 980 One communal toilet

open summer at weekends
\& Newferry Waterski Club has clubhouse here

SIFID]) e v
GR 990 981

LOUGH
BEG

National
Nature
Reserve

RAMSAR site

A Sluice gate$ya i }9
/

zoom [T

GR 988 905 .E]
(=] (]

KEY

Official campsite E] Cafe/restaurant

@ Informal camping Toilets

Shop E] Parking

[®] Fresh water Mfisssriel bkt
Telephone E] Jetty

0 | 2 3 4 5 Kilometres Shower Hospital - AE

Public house @ Lock gates

Clubh
Estimated paddling time in minutes ubnouse E] Camer Sizp

E] Slipway Ramp
Town facilities include shops, banks,

post offices and restaurants.
OSNI 1:50,000 map used mmm Water skiing zone
=== Personal watercraft
GR  Grid reference
MAPS NEEDED: OSNI DISCOVERER SERIES Railway

LOUGH NEAGH

BULIB BUIRIBI0D

0 15 30 45 60 75

C . Estuary Nature Reserve:The Estuary is designated by the EU
COLERAINE: 1:50,000 Sheet 4 as a Special Area of Conservation. It is also a National Trust
BALLYMONEY: 1:50.000 Sheet 8 Nature Reserve and an Area of Special Scientific Interest.

S Please avoid disturbance at all times.

LOUGH NEAGH: 1:50,000 Sheet 14 Lough Beg Nature Reserve: Lough Beg is designated as an
EU Special Protection Area, an Area of Special Scientific
Interest and is an internationally important wetland

Overnight camping may be permitted at Portneal Lodge (a
small fee charged). To camp at Portneal Lodge please
telephone: Portneal Lodge: +44 (0) 28 9541 4444. \

Drumaheglis Marina is situated on the eastern shore of the
Lower Bann and is approximately 45km from Toome by canoe
(45 mins by car). Please call +44 (0) 28 2766 0280 or

+44 (0) 28 2766 0227 for further information. . . . . . . .
For insurance purposes these companies will only allow you to hire their boats if you have a minimum of a

Site Parking  Toilets - Showers  Water Facilities near by BCU Level 2 coach award (or equivalent) for the craft that you wish to use, otherwise you will need to hire a qualified instructor.
Portneal Lodge < © Kilrea village )
i Bluelough offer a 50% discount to all CANI, ICU, BCU, SCA and WCA members!
Drumaheglis
Marina © = © © Ballymoney town

This leaflet has been produced by CANI and CAAN.

The Canoe Association of Northern Ireland is the governing
body for canoeing in Northern Ireland.

g XCANI
N ] Email: office@cani.org.uk
" Website: www.cani.org.uk

The Countryside Access and Activities Network is

Ai responsible for the strategic development and

management of countryside recreation across
Northern Ireland.
The Countryside o . .
Access and Activities Nework  EMail: info@countrysiderecreation.com
for Northern Ireland \Website: www.countrysiderecreation.com

Both CANI and CAAN endorse the principles of
‘Leave no Trace’.

This project has received financial support from: This project has also been supported by:

=1

‘."..Ill'!'-.\.l'-\( Ireland

MmN jpore

P—
( Agriculture and
* Rural Development

ACCESS MAP: based upon 2003 Ordnance Survey of Northern
Ireland 1:50 000 map with the permission of the Controller of
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, © Crown Copyright 2008.
Permit no 70102.
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