Route description

This route explores an historic parkland overlooking
the River Lagan on surfaced paths with some hills
and slopes.

Distance
1.25 miles 2.8 km.

Average Time
40 - 50 mins.

Access

By bus - Metro Services: 7 to Ormeau Road or 78-
79 to Ravenhill Road, 0.6 miles (0.9km) and 0.4
miles (0.65km) respectively from the starting point.

By car - Car park at recreation centre — entrance
off Ormeau Embankment.
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Look out for

jays, as they fly from tree to tree.
wild flowers in the meadows area and around the woodland plantings.

History

The demesne at Ormeau
was the home of the
Donegall family. The second
Marquis moved there in
1807 and extended Ormeau
House to accommodate his
large household. The estate
was sold in the 1860s to
Belfast Corporation to pay
off the family’s debts.
Subsequently, the land was
opened in 1871 as Ormeau
Park, the first public park in
Belfast. It remains one of
the largest parks in the city
— a successful combination
of horticulture, recreation
and informal landscaping.






